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Now that we’ve familiarized ourselves with the basic principles of “Hermeneutics” – Genre 
(what sort of text is this?), Isegesis (what do we bring to the text?) and Exegesis (what do we 
take out of the text?) – we are now ready to move on to the next introductory phase of the 
course.  For the next two weeks, we will be exploring some of the Main Issues and Themes in 
Studying the Hebrew Bible (“Old Testament”), thinking in particular about the “Genre” of the 
books that make up the Hebrew Scriptures; as well as important Contextual Factors (History, 
Archaeology, Sociology, Anthropology, etc.) that constitutes our Isegesis, and will thus inform 
our Exegesis. 
 
This week we will be focusing on Generic and Isegetical Issues; and next week we will be 
considering various Exegetical Issues (Politics, Gender, Literature, Religion, etc.). 
 
 
Assignment #3 for Class on Saturday 23rd September 2017 
 

Reading 
The assigned text we will be focusing on for the next two weeks will be Introducing the Old 
Testament (2nd Edition) by Richard Coggins (Oxford, 2001). 
 
Before class on Saturday 23rd September 2017, I would like you to read chapters 1-5 (pp.1-
77).  Chapter 1 concerns basic Nomenclature; Chapter 2 deals with some basic Textual 
questions about Translation and Meaning.  You can skim through these first two chapters as 
they’re pretty technical.  I’d like you to focus more attention on Chapter 3 (Historical Issues), 
Chapter 4 (Archaeological Issues), and Chapter 5 (Social & Political Issues) regarding 
Ancient Israel. 
 
[For our fourth class on Saturday 30th September 2017, I would like you to read the rest of the 
book: chapters 6-11 (pp.78-152).] 
 
Thinking & Responding 
Pick One (1) of the Three (3) Issues discussed in Chapters 3-5 regarding Ancient Israel:  
Either Chapter 3 (Historical Issues), Or Chapter 4 (Archaeological Issues), Or Chapter 5 
(Social & Political Issues). 

 

Please complete a short Response Paper (approx. 500-Words) addressing the Issue 
you have chosen, and how it Impacts our Reading, Understanding and Interpretation of 
the Text of the Hebrew Bible.  Think about and Consider the sorts of Questions that the 
Issue you chose Raises for Students of the Hebrew Scriptures.  (My suggestion would 
be to write a brief introductory framing paragraph that contextualizes the Issue, and 
then maybe finish with some Bullet Points / Questions that Readers ought to take into 
Consideration.)   
 

Please print out and bring your Paper to class on Saturday, and be ready and willing to 
Discuss your ideas in class. 


